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Selangor, Sarawak
dibenar dengan
syarat bekalan
mesti daftar NPRA

Oleh Latifah Arifi
latifah@bh.com.my

Kuala Lumpur: Menteri Penye-

laras Program Imunisasi CO-

VID-19 Kebangsaan (PICK),

Khairy Jamaluddin, memberi

| maklum balas positif kepada

kerajaan negeri yang berhasrat
membeli sendiri bekalan CO-

VID-19.

Beliau berkata, kerajaan ne-
geri Selangor dan Sarawak yang
membuat permohonan itu, bo-
leh berbuat demikian dengan
syarat vaksin yang ingin dibeli
mesti berdaftar dengan Bahagi-
an Kawal Selia Farmasi Negara
| (NPRA).

“Bagi kerajaan negeri Sa-
rawak, saya mengadakan be-
| berapa sesi libat urus dengan
Timbalan Ketua Menteri, Datuk
Amar Douglas Unggah Embas
dan memaklumkan bahawa be-
kalan vaksin Kerajaan Perseku-
| tuan mencukupi untuk menam-
pung keperluan pelaksanaan
PICK di Sarawak.

[ “Beliau memohon untuk ke-
rajaan negeri membeli vaksin.
Saya memberi respon positif
dengan syarat vaksin yang ingin
dibeli oleh kerajaan negeri Sa-
rawak mesti berdaftar di bawah

| NPRA terlebih dahulu.

“la memandangkan

jenis

Program Imunisasi COVID-19 Kebangsaan

‘Kerajaan
negeri boleh

beli vaksin’

vaksin yang dikehendaki oleh
kerajaan negeri Sarawak ma-
sih dalam proses penilaian oleh
NPRA,” Kkatanya dalam satu
kenyataan, semalam.

Khairy turut menafikan
dakwaan Ketua Pembangkang,
Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim,
bahawa kerajaan Selangor me-
nunggu berbulan lamanya un-
tuk kelulusan mendapatkan dua
juta dos bagi rakyat Selangor.

“Ini tidak benar. Dalam per-
bincangan saya dengan Menteri
Besar Selangor, beliau ada sebut
secara lisan perancangan Sela-
ngor untuk membeli vaksin.

“Saya memberi respon posi-
tif, namun sehingga kini saya
belum menerima apa-apa per-
mohonan rasmi daripada pihak
kerajaan negeri,” katanya.

Khairy yang juga Menteri Sa-
ins, Teknologi dan Inovasi, turut
menyatakan kesediaan disoal,
dikritik dan disiasat berhubung
perolehan vaksin serta segala
yang berkaitan dengannya.

Beliau menyatakan Keter-
bukaan itu susulan kenyataan
Anwar yang menuntut supaya
siasatan bebas dibuat berhubung
PICK dan perolehan vaksin.

Khairy berkata, beberapa

4

Warga emas, Abdullah Aziz, 69, menerima suntikan vaksin di Pusat
Pemberian Vaksin, Dewan Millenium Kepala Batas, semalam sempena

PICK fasa kedua.

kontrak pembelian vaksin ber-
sama jadual penghantaran dan
harganya sudah didedahkan
kepada Jawatankuasa Kira-Ki-
ra Wang Negara (PAC) Parlimen
pada 5 Januari lalu.

“Antara ahli PAC yang hadir
dan memperhalusi kontrak pero-
lehan vaksin pada hari berkena-
an adalah Ahli Parlimen Perma-
tang Pauh, Nurul Izzah Anwar.

“Saya juga telah mengadakan
sesi libat urus bersama Ahli
Dewan Rakyat pembangkang
pada 19 Mac lalu yang mana
saya bentangkan secara panjang
lebar pelaksanaan PICK, terma-
suk menjawab pelbagai soalan
secara terperinci.

“Ketua Pembangkang tidak

% Kerajaan negeri Selangor dan Sarawak yang

membuat permohonan itu, boleh
berbuat demikian dengan syarat
vaksin yang ingin dibeli mesti
berdaftar dengan NPRA &

Khairy Jamaluddin,
Menteri Penyelaras PICK

(Foto Danial Saad/BH)

hadir pada sesi berkenaan,” ka-
tanya.

Kelmarin, Anwar menggesa
satu badan siasatan bebas di-
tubuhkan segera oleh kerajaan
bagi menyiasat kadar pemerole-
han vaksin yang rendah di nega-
ra ini.

Beliau dilaporkan berkata,
langkah itu perlu bagi menjawab
pelbagai persoalan termasuk
mengapa cuma tiga peratus
rakyat Malaysia sudah menda-
pat suntikan vaksin untuk me-
lawan COVID-19.

Khairy menegaskan, PICK di-
laksanakan mengikut fasa yang
diumumkan sejak 14 Februari
lalu.

“Perancangan PICK dibuat
dengan mengambil kira jadu-
al penghantaran vaksin yang
diberi oleh syarikat pembekal
vaksin.

“Jadual ini diumumkan se-
belum ini. Saya sudah jelaskan
mengikut unjuran Kkerajaan,
bekalan vaksin kita akan mula
ampuh bermula Jun.

“Ini juga mengikut peranca-
ngan PICK yang mana vaksinasi
massa fasa tiga dijadualkan

bermula Jun ini,” katanya.
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Bazar Ramadan Greenwood, Gombak diarah tutup empat hari. (Foto FB MPS)

Bazar Ramadan Greenwood

gagal patuh SOP diarah tutup

Kuala Lumpur: Majlis Perban-
daran Selayang (MPS) mengarah-
kan Bazar Ramadan Greenwood,
Gombak, Selangor ditutup empat
hari bermula hari ini hingga 25
April ini kerana gagal mematuhi
prosedur operasi standard (SOP)
| ditetapkan.

' Pengarah Jabatan Korporat
MPS, Mohamad Zin Masoad da-
lam kenyataan media berkata,
arahan penutupan bazar dibuat
selepas mengambil kira kebaji-
kan peniaga yang siap memasak
untuk jualan semalam.

Katanya, penyerahan notis tu-
tup bazar mengikut Seksyen 18
(1)), Akta Pencegahan dan Pe-
ngawalan Penyakit Berjangkit
1988 (Akta 342) diserahkan ke-
' pada wakil pengelola JKP Zon 3
| di Jabatan Pelesenan, semalam.

“Penyerahan notis penutupan
ini dikeluarkan pegawai yang di-
beri kuasa mengikut Akta Pen-
cegahan dan Pengawalan Penya-
kit Berjangkit 1988. Pada masa
sama, MPS menerangkan SOP
dan tindakan pematuhan yang
perlu dipatuhi bagi tujuan pem-
bukaan semula bazar kepada wa-
kil pengelola,” katanya.

MPS turut memaklumkan su-
dah menetapkan kepada semua
penganjur dan pengelola melak-
sanakan SOP tambahan, anta-
ranya penggunaan kad nombor
giliran kepada pengunjung, me-
wujudkan laluan sehala di da-
lam bazar dan larangan masuk
ke bazar Ramadan bagi Kka-
nak-kanak di bawah umur 12 ta-
hun dan warga emas 65 tahun ke
atas.
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Lelaki hadapi tuduhan seks

luar tabii dilepas tanpa dibebas

Tertuduh tarik
balik permohonan
semakan
kehakiman cabar
Ketua Pendakwa
Syarie Selangor

Oleh Farah Marshita
Abdul Patah
farahmarshita@bh.com.my

Kuala Lumpur: Seorang lelaki
yang sebelum ini mencabar Sek-
syen 28 Enakmen Kesalahan-Ke-
salahan Jenayah Syariah (Se-
langor) 1995, dilepas tanpa di-
bebaskan oleh Mahkamah Tinggi
Syariah Shah Alam atas tuduhan
cuba melakukan seks luar tabii
dengan seorang lelaki.

Lelaki berusia 36 tahun itu di-
lepas tanpa dibebaskan oleh
Mahkamah Tinggi Syariah pada
Isnin lalu berikutan keputusan
Mahkamah Persekutuan pada 25
Februari lalu yang membatalkan
pertuduhan dihadapinya.

Sebelum ini, panel sembilan
hakim diketuai oleh Ketua Ha-
kim Negara, Tun Tengku Mai-
mun Tuan Mat mengisytiharkan
Seksyen 28 Enakmen Kesalahan
Jenayah Syariah (Selangor) yang
disandarkan bagi mendakwa le-
laki itu adalah tidak sah.

Sehubungan itu, lelaki berke-
naan menarik balik permohonan
semakan kehakiman bagi men-
cabar tindakan Ketua Pendakwa
Syarie Negeri Selangor yang
mendakwanya.

Peguam, Tay Kit Hoo yang me-
wakili lelaki itu selaku pemohon,
memberitahu bahawa Mahka-
mah Tinggi kemudian memba-
talkan semakan kehakiman itu
selepas membenarkan permoho-

nan berkenaan.

“Tiada bantahan daripada Pe-
nolong Penasihat Undang-Undang
Negeri Selangor, Husna Abdul
Halim yang mewakili responden
pertama dan kedua (Ketua Pen-
dakwa Syarie Negeri Selangor
dan Kerajaan Negeri Selangor)
terhadap permohonan itu.

‘Tiada bantahan
daripada Penolong
Penasihat Undang-
Undang Negeri
Selangor, Husna Abdul
Halim mewakili
responden pertama
dan kedua @

Tay Kit Hoo,
Peguam tertuduh

“Mahkamah membatalkan per-
mohonan semakan kehakiman
tanpa perintah terhadap kos,"” ka-
tanya dihubungi media selepas
selesai prosiding pengurusan kes
di had Timbalan Pendaft
Mahkamah Tinggi, Firdaus Sidqi
Sharil Azli.

Pada 21 Ogos 2019, ketua pen-
dakwa raya syarie membuat ke-
putusan untuk mendakwa lelaki
berkenaan di bawah Seksyen 28
Enakmen Jenayah Syariah (Ne-
geri Sel ) 1995. Dia didak
cuba melakukan persetubuhan
di luar tabii dengan lelaki lain di
sebuah rumah di Selangor pada 9
November 2018.

Pada 20 November 2019, lelaki
itu memfailkan permohonan se-
makan kehakiman untuk memo-
hon satu deklarasi bahawa Sek-
syen 28 bercanggah dengan Ar-
tikel-Artikel 5 (1), 8 dan 10 Per-
lembagaan Persekutuan dan de-
ngan itu ia batal dan tidak sah.

Dalam permohonan itu, lelaki

'im&hwﬂdamgulnl umhu:u:\dm:

Keratan
akhbar BH,
26 Februari
lalu.

Teliti akta sedia

terbabit juga memohon satu pe-
rintah certiorari selaras dengan
Aturan 53 Kaedah 8 (2), Kae-
dah-Kaedah Mahkamah 2012 un-
tuk memasukkan keputusan Ke-
tua Pendakwa Syarie Negeri Se-
langor vang mendakwanya di
Mahkamah Tinggi Syariah Se-
langor pada 21 Ogos 2019 diba-
talkan serta-merta.

Permchonan semakan kehaki-
man itu dibenarkan oleh Mah-
kamah Tinggi pada 16 Januari
tahun lalu.
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Kariah
Masijid Al-
Khairiyah
reda

PETALING JAYA: Meskipun
terpaksa  menggantikan
puasa terbatal, para pen-
duduk yang terkesan kera-
na berbuka puasa tiga minit
lebih awal menzahirkan
rasa reda selain memahami
kejadian berlaku akibat ke-
silapan teknikal masjid.
Mereka sebaliknya
tidak memarahi pentadbi-
ran Masjid Al-Khairiyah,
Taman Seri Gombak dekat
sini kerana silap melaung-
kan azan Maghrib bukan
pada waktu sebenar.
Bercakap kepada
Utusan Malaysia, Ahli
Jawatankuasa Masjid Al-
Khairiyah, Mohd. Rasihan
Mohd. Ikhlak berkata,
mereka amat faham de-
ngan keadaan berlaku.
“Alhamdulillah, Jabatan
Mufti - Selangor telah pun
berikan penjelasan bahawa
puasa perlu digada (diganti).
“Nasib baik kerajaan
Selangor tidak membenar-
kan majlis berbuka puasa
di masjid seperti setiap
kali Ramadan sebelum ini,
kalau tidak, lebih ramai
terkesan dengan akibat
kesilapan ini,” katanya.
Masjid Al-Khairiyah
yang dirasmikan pada 9 Ju-
lai 2004 mempunyai kapa-
siti sebanyak 4,000 jemaah
dalam satu-satu masa.
Hujah  menggantikan
puasa berkenaan mengam-
bil kira pandangan jum-
hur ulama Hanafi, Maliki,
Syafie dan ramai di kala-
ngan ulama Hanbali .
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Pengurusan
akui tersalah
laung azan

Gombak: Pengurusan Masjid
Al-Khairiyah, Taman Seri
Gombak di sini, mengakui
terkhilaf dalam laungan azan
Maghrib pada Isnin lalu ber-
samaan 7 Ramadan yang me-
nyebabkan kariahnya berbu-
ka puasa tiga minit lebih
awal.

Nazir masjid itu, Wan Na-
wawi Wan Dagang bagaima-
napun berkata, kesilapan ter-
babit cepat disedari dan lau-
ngan azan mengikut waktu
sebenar segera dibunyikan
selepas itu selain turut mem-
beri penjelasan kepada semua
ahli kariah.

Katanya, pihaknya memak-
lumkan kekeliruan yang ber-
laku menerusi hebahan di
kumpulan WhatsApp masjid
dan secara bersemuka, malah
menerangkannya isu berke-
naan kepada Jabatan Agama

é

Apabila melihat jam
awal tiga minit, kami
beritahu bilal untuk
hentikan azan, (dan)
kemudian barulah azan
semula (sepenuhnya)
bila masuk waktu
sebenar”

Wan Nawawi Wan Dagang

Islam Selangor (Jais).
Beliau sekali gus meng-
esahkan kandungan What-
sApp yang tular di media
sosial berhubung perkara
itu adalah benar.
“Kenyataan yang tular
itu memang sah daripada
saya. Cuma (ketika hari ke-
jadian) tidak sempat pun

habis azan, kami minta bilal
hentikan (selepas sedar ter-
khilaf) dan apabila masuk
waktu sebenar, azan sekali la-

gi.

“Kami sedar (salah waktu)
apabila (ahli jawatankuasa
masjid) lihat jam tangan ma-
sing-masing, (manakala) bilal
ketika itu azan di tempat be-
rasingan yang berpandukan
jam digital (yang salah kerana
memaparkan waktu lebih
awal). )

“Apabila melihat jam awal
tiga minit, kami beritahu bilal
untuk hentikan azan, (dan)
kemudian barulah azan se-
mula (sepenuhnya) bila ma-
suk waktu sebenar,” katanya
ketika ditemui, semalam.

Wan Nawawi berkata, pe-
ngurusan masjid turut ber-
bincang sebelum
membuat keputu-
san untuk me-

» INFO

mempunyai surau dan

nerangkan perkara itu me-
nerusi WhatsApp.

“Kami pastikan dahulu ke-
jadian itu dan tidak sewe-
nang-wenangnya keluarkan

kenyataan. Tak sangka ia (ke-
nyataan) tular di media so-
sial.

“Jika (kariah) yang tiada da-
lam kumpulan WhatsApp
masjid, kami sudah maklum-
kan melalui hebahan sewaktu
solat fardu dan hebahan ver-
bal (lisan bersemuka),” kata-
nya yang memberitahu per-
kara berkenaan sudah selesai
di peringkat kariah dan Jais.

Beliau juga menegaskan ke-
nyataan yang dikeluarkannya
sebelum ini khusus untuk pe-
ngetahuan ahli kariah masjid
itu sahaja, manakala orang di
luar kariah tidak memerlu-
kannya kerana mempunyai
surau dan masjid sendiri.

Katanya, ahli kariah yang
mendapat maklumat menge-

nai kekeliruan azan itu per-

lu menggantikan puasa
mereka.
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Tetap perlu ganti puasa
Kuala Lumpur: Puasa batal

dan perlu diganti.

Pengesahan itu diberikan
Mufti Selangor, Datuk Seri
Mohd Tamyes Abdul Wahid
mengenai status puasa me-
reka yang berpandukan azan
di Masjid Al-Khairiyah, Ta-
man Seri Gombak, dekat si-
ni, Isnin lalu.

Bagaimanapun, penggan-
tian puasa itu tidak tertakluk
kepada mereka yang berbuka
di hujung atau selepas azan
kerana ia dikira sudah ma-
suk waktu berdasarkan wak-
tu zon tempatan.

Katanya, waktu solat ada-
lah mengikut zon di nege-
ri-negeri dan bagi kes ber-
kenaan, puasa mereka yang
berbuka berpandukan azan
pada jam 7.18 malam itu ada-

PAPARAN jam digital waktu azan di Masjid Al-Khairiyah, Taman
Seri Gombak.

lah terbatal dan wajib di-
ganti.

“Biasanya azan mengam-
bil masa selama tiga minit.
Kawasan Seri Gombak itu
termasuk di dalam Zon 1 iai-
tu Gombak, Petaling, Hulu
Langat dan Sepang.

“Namun, berdasarkan ka-
jian bahagian falak Mufti Se-
langor menetapkan jika se-
seorang berbuka cepat dua

minit sebelum masuk waktu
dikira sah.

“Jadi, bagi mereka yang
berbuka di hujung azan atau
selepasnya dikira sah kerana
berada di dalam tempoh dua
minit itu,” katanya ketika di-
hubungi, semalam.

Mohd Tamyes bagaimana-
pun memuji tindakan nazir
masjid itu yang berani ber-
terus terang mengenai ke-
silapan berkenaan.

Katanya, semua orang me-
lakukan kesilapan dan me-
reka yang terbabit perlu me-
maafkan bilal bertugas yang
tidak sengaja mengalunkan
azan lebih awal.

“Dia bukannya sengaja. Ki-
ta semua perlu berlapang da-
da. Insya-Allah, amal ibadat
kita sepanjang hari itu di-
terima,” katanya.
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MBSA guna sistem
nombor elak sesak

Shah Alam: Majlis Ban-

daraya Shah Alam (MBSA)
menggunakan sistem pe-
nomboran di semua bazar
Ramadan bawah pentadbi-
rannya bagi memastikan
kehadiran pelanggan di ta-
pak jualan tidak terlalu pa-
dat.

Pemangku Datuk Bandar

Shah Alam, Mohd Rashidi
Ruslan berkata, sistem ber-
kenaan dilaksanakan pada
Isnin lalu.

“Setakat ini, sistem ber-
kenaan berjalan lancar dan
kami memohon kerjasama
berterusan daripada pe-
ngunjung dalam pelaksa-
naan sistem ini,” katanya.
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ANGGOTA keselamatan membuat pemantauan pematuhan prosedur operasi standard (SOP) di Bazar Ramadan TTDI di ibu kota.

Tutup empat hari

Oleh Redzuan Muharam
redzuan.muharam@hme-
tro.com.my

Kuala Lumpur

ajlis  Perbandaran
M Selayang (MPS)
mengarahkan Ba-

zar Ramadan Greenwood,
Gombak, Selangor ditutup
empat hari bermula hari ini
hingga 25 April depan ke-
rana gagal mematuhi pro-
sedur operasi standard
(SOP) ditetapkan.

Pengarah Jabatan Korpo-
rat MPS Mohamad Zin Ma-
soad dalam kenyataan me-
dia berkata, arahan penu-
tupan bazar dibuat pada ta-
rikh berkenaan selepas me-
ngambil kira kebajikan pe-
niaga yang siap memasak
untuk jualan, semalam.

Bazar Ramadan Greenwood gagal patuh SOP
tidak dibenar beroperasi sehingga 25 April

Katanya, penyerahan no-
tis tutup bazar mengikut
Seksyen 18 (1)(f), Akta Pen-
cegahan dan Pengawalan
Penyakit Berjangkit 1988
(Akta 342) diserahkan ke-
pada wakil pengelola JKP
Zon 3 di Jabatan Pelesenan,
semalam.

“Penyerahan notis penu-
tupan ini dikeluarkan pe-
gawai yang diberi kuasa me-
ngikut Akta Pencegahan
dan Pengawalan Penyakit
Berjangkit 1988.

“Pada masa sama, MPS
menerangkan SOP dan tin-
dakan pematuhan yang per-
ludipatuhi bagi tujuan pem-
bukaan semula bazar ke-
pada wakil pengelola,” ka-

tanya.

Dalam kenyataan sama,
MPS memaklumkan sudah
menetapkan kepada semua
penganjur dan pengelola
melaksanakan SOP tamba-
han.

Antaranya penggunaan kad
nombor giliran kepada pe-
ngunjung, mewujudkan lalu-
an sehala di dalam bazar dan
larangan masuk ke bazar Ra-
madan bagi kanak-kanak di
bawah umur 12 tahun dan
warga emas 65 tahun ke atas.

“Bagi memastikan SOP
dipatuhi, MPS sentiasa
membuat pemantauan. di
bazar Ramadan kawasan
MPS.

“Pengunjung dan peniaga

diingatkan tidak leka dan
alpa mematuhi SOP supaya
penularan wabak Covid-19
dapat dikawal,” katanya.

Terdahulu, Bazar Rama-
dan Tok Adis di Kuala Ibai,
Kuala Terengganu, Tereng-
ganu diarah tutup semen-
tara oleh Jabatan Kesihatan
Negeri Terengganu pada Ju-
maat lalu kerana perlang-
garan SOP.

Bagaimanapun, ia dibe-
narkan beroperasi semula
mulai 19 April lalu.

Ia dikuti Bazar Ramadan
Balok, Kuantan, Pahang
yang ditutup sementara
bermula 18 April lalu kerana

‘tidak mematuhi SOP dite-

tapkan.
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Khairy sedia disiasat berhubung program vaksinasi negara

Putrajaya: “Saya sentiasa
terbuka untuk disoal, dikri-
tik dan disiasat berhubung
pelaksanaan program vak-
sinasi terbesar negara,” ujar
Menteri Penyelaras Program
Imunisasi Covid-19 Kebang-
saan Khairy Jamaluddin.

Merujuk tuntutan Ketua
Pembangkang Datuk Seri
Anwar Ibrahim supaya sia-
satan bebas dilakukan di ba-
wah Parlimen terhadap
program itu serta perolehan
vaksin, beliau berkata bebe-
rapa kontrak pembelian vak-
sin sudah pun didedahkan
sepenuhnya kepada Jawa-
tankuasa Kira-Kira Wang
Negara (PAC) Parlimen pada
5 Januari lalu.

“Pendedahan itu adalah

bersekali dengan jadual
penghantaran dan harga
yang dibayar,” katanya yang
juga Menteri Sains, Tekono-
logi dan Inovasi.

Beliau berkata, antara ahli
PAC yang hadir dan mem-
perhalusi kontrak perolehan
vaksin pada hari berkenaan
adalah Ahli Parlimen Per-
matang Pauh Nurul Izzah.

Sesi libat urus bersama
ahli Dewan Rakyat pem-
bangkang juga sudah diada-
kan pada 19 Mac lalu ber-
hubung pelaksanaan prog-
ram imunisasi itu di mana
dia membentangkan secara
panjang lebar mengenai pe-
laksanaannya namun
Anwar tidak hadir pada ,»
sesi itu. =

Dalam satu kenyataan se-
malam, sebagai maklum ba-
las terhadap kenyataan
Anwar berhubung program
imunisasi itu, Khairy
berkata, dakwaan
kerajaan negeri
Selangor ter-
paksa me-
nunggu la-
ma bagi
mendapat
kelulusan
membeli
vaksin ~ Co-
vid-19 adalah
tidak be-

nar kerana tiada permoho-
nan rasmi dibuat oleh ke-
rajaan negeri
ini.

itu setakat

Menurutnya, Menteri
Besar Selangor Datuk
Seri Amirudin Sha-
ri ada menyebut
secara lisan pe-
rancangan  Se-
langor untuk
membeli vaksin
dalam perbinca-
ngan mereka.

belum menerima apa-apa
permohonan rasmi dari pi-
hak kerajaan negeri,” kata-
nya.

Anwar antaranya men-
dakwa kerajaan Selangor
“menunggu berbulan lama-
nya hanya untuk mendapat
kelulusan yang diperlukan...
untuk mendapatkan 2 juta
dos buat rakyat Selangor.”

Mengulas dakwaan sama
oleh Anwar mengenai Sa-
rawak, Khairy berkata dia
sudah mengadakan bebera-

“Saya beri
respons yang posi-
tif. Namun, sehing-
ga kini saya

KHAIRY

pa sesi libat urus dengan
Timbalan Ketua Menteri Da-
tuk Amar Douglas Unggah
Embas dan memaklumkan
bahawa bekalan kerajaan
Persekutuan mencukupi un-
tuk menampung keperluan

pelaksanaan program imu-
nisasi di Sarawak.

Menurut Khairy, Unggah
juga sudah memohon untuk
kerajaan Sarawak membeli
vaksin dan beliau sudah
memberi respons yang po-
sitif mengenai permohonan
itu namun menetapkan sya-
rat yang vaksin itu mestilah
berdaftar Bahagian Regula-

tori Farmasi Negara
(NPRA).
Beliau berkata, vaksin

yang ingin dibeli oleh ke-
rajaan Sarawak mestilah
berdaftar di bawah NPRA
terlebih dahulu  meman-
dangkan jenis vaksin yang
dikehendaki Sarawak masih
dalam proses penilaian oleh
NPRA. - Bernama
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Tarik balik
semakan

Lelaki didakwa cuba lakukan seks
luar tabii tak jadi cabar Ketua
Pendakwa Syarie selepas dilepas

Bernama
Kuala Lumpur

eorang lelaki berusia 35

tahun semalam menarik

balik permohonan se-
makan kehakiman bagi men-
cabar tindakan Ketua Pendak-
wa Syarie Negeri Selangor
yang mendakwanya atas per-
tuduhan cuba melakukan seks
luar tabii.

Peguam Tay Kit Hoo yang
mewakili lelaki itu berkata,
pihaknya menarik balik
permohonan itu be-
rikutan anak
guamnya sudah
dilepas tanpa di-
bebaskan Mah-

dap kos,” katanya ketika di-
hubungi selepas pengurusan
kes secara dalam talian di ha-
dapan Timbalan Pendaftar
Mahkamah Tinggi Firdaus Si-
dqi Sharil Azli, semalam.

Pada 16 Januari tahun lepas,
lelaki itu memperoleh kebe-
naran daripada Mahkamah
Tinggi di sini untuk memu-
lakan prosiding semakan ke-
hakiman itu.

Lelaki itu memfailkan per-
mohonan pada 20 Nov 2019,
antaranya memohon deklara-
si bahawa Seksyen
28 Enakmen Ke-
salahan-kesa-
lahan Jenayah
Syariah (Se-
langor) 1995

kamah Tinggi @00 G LR CLT N Ul bercanggah

Syariah Selang-
or pada 19 April
lepas atas tudu-
han cuba melaku-
kan seks luar tabii
dengan lelaki lain di se-
buah rumah di Selangor.
“Tiada bantahan daripada
Penolong Penasihat Un-
dang-Undang Negeri Selang-
or Husna Abdul Halim yang
mewakili responden pertama
dan kedua (Ketua Pendakwa
Syarie Negeri Selangor dan
Kerajaan Negeri Selangor)
terhadap permohonan itu.
“Mahkamah membatalkan
permohonan semakan keha-
kiman tanpa perintah terha-

dengan Arti-
kel-Artikel 5
(1), 8 dan 10,
Perlembagaan
Persekutuan dan
dengan itu ia batal
dan tidak sah.

Dalam permohonan itu, le-
laki terbabit memohon perin-
tah certiorari selaras dengan
Aturan 53 Kaedah 8 (2), Kae-
dah-Kaedah Mahkamah 2012
untuk memasukkan keputu-
san Ketua Pendakwa Syarie
Negeri Selangor yang men-
dakwanya di Mahkamah
Tinggi Syariah Selangor pada
21 Ogos 2019 dibatalkan ser-
ta-merta.
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2,000 kotak kurma diagih di
Bangunan Sultan Idris Shah

REZEKI. Sebanyak 2,000 kotak
buah kurma diagihkan kepada
petugas dan kakitangan yang
bekerja di Bangunan Sultan Idris
Shah, Shah Alam, Selangor baru-
baru ini.

Ia melibatkan petugas Majlis
Agama Islam Selangor (MAIS),
Jabatan Agama Islam Selangor
(JAIS), Jabatan Mufti, Jabatan
Kehakiman Syariah Selangor,
Perbadanan Wakaf Selangor dan

Lembaga Zakat Selangor.

Sumbangan disempurnakan
oleh Pengerusi Jawatankuasa
Tetap Hal Ehwal Agama Islam,
Hal Ehwal Pengguna dan
Industri Halal negeri, Mohd.
Zawawi Ahmad Mughni.

Program itu bertujuan
mengeratkan lagi hubungan
antara kerajaan negeri dengan
kakitangan yang berkhidmat di
bangunan tersebut.

MOHD. ZAWAWI (tiga dari kirl) bergambar bersama wakil penerima sumbangan 2,000 kotak buah kurma yang
diedarkan di Bangunan Sultan Idris Shah, Shah Alam baru-baru ini.
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Sabah sedia kecewakan Selangor

Oleh MUHD. ARDIE PUTRA
SUHAIMI

PASUKAN Sabah FC memulakan
perang psikologi dalam usaha
mencalar ego Selangor FC men-
jelang aksi Liga Super di Stadium
Majlis Bandaraya Petaling Jaya
malam esok.

Sebagai rekod, skuad The Rhi-
nos berada dalam prestasi ter-
baik selepas membelasah UiTM
FC 4-0 minggu lalu manakala
pasukan Gergasi Merah turut
melakar kemenangan dramatik
3-2 ke atas Melaka United.

Ketua Jurulatih Sabah,
Kurniawan Dwi Yulian-
to berkata, pasukan-
nya sudah melakukan
persiapan rapi untuk
fokus dalam mencuri
mata berharga apabila ber-
temu dengan skuad kendalian
Karsten Neitzel itu nanti.
an khusus dalam memastikan X
momentum positif pasukan
sejak kebelakangan ini dapat
diteruskan dengan barisan
pemain telah melakukan
persiapan cukup rapi
sepanjang sesi latihan

minggu ini.

“Kemenangan yang
lepas sememangnya
menyuntik semangat w w
pemain untuk terus penting Sabah
bekerja keras dengan menentang
harapan mengutip Selangor apabila
mata berharga ol “weia mula menemui
sekali gus mendaki Ao .+ sentuhan jJaringan.

Kemenangan yang lepas
sememangnya menyuntik
semangat pemain untuk
terus bekerja keras
dengan harapan
mengutip mata
berharga sekali
gus mendaki

cartaliga”

carta liga,” katanya ketika di-
hubungi Kosmo! semalam.

Sementara itu, pengendali
kelahiran Indonesia itu memuji
impak yang diberikan oleh pe-
main sayap import, Saddil Ram-
dani yang menemui sentuhan
jaringan dengan meledak dua gol
berturut-turut.

“Corak permainan Saddil se-
memangnya sesuai dengan takti-
kal yang dirancang oleh pasukan
dan saya tidak terkejut dengan
prestasi semasanya kerana bu-
kan sahaja meledak gol, malah
dia mencipta peluang jaringan
buat rakan sepasukan.

“Namun, saya tidak mahu
dia mendabik dada sebaliknya
terus bekerja keras kerana sai-
ngan musim ini masih panjang,”
katanya.
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Bakal Perdana Menteri perIU beri tawaran baharu buat Malaysia

SHAH ALAM - Malaysia memerlukan
tawaran baharu daripada mana-mana
pemimpin yang ingin memegang jawat-
an Perdana Menteri.

Bekas Menteri Besar Selangor, Dr
Mohamad Khir Toyo berkata, sistem
pentadbiran baharu yang segar amat di-
perlukan di negara ini bagi menyantuni
masalah rakyat dengan lebih cepat dan
mudah.

“Kantung negara sudah hampir
kosong dan berapa lama kewangan ini
mampu bertahan.

“Birokrasi semakin parah. Rakyat
ingin tukar kerajaan dan berharap ber-
tukarlah wajah jabatan-jabatan ini, na-

mun yang bertukar hanya wajah mente-
ri dan paling menyakitkan, mereka
semakin galak menyalahkan rakyat,”
katanya di Facebook pada Rabu.
Mengulas mengenai proklamasi
darurat, Mohamad Khir berkata, usaha
bagi memendekkan tempoh pelaksana-
annya merupakan satu tindakan politik
dan tidak, menguntungkan rakyat.
Menurutnya, negara telah melalui
tujuh pelaksanaan darurat yang sangat
berbeza dan ia dilaksanakan dengan
sebab khusus serta tidak pernah
dipendekkan dari masa ditetapkan.
“Lebih elok jika semua berusaha un-
tuk memastikan darurat ini tidak disam-

bung selepas 1 Ogos depan,” katanya.

Sebelum ini, Barisan Jawatankuasa
Penamatan Proklamasi Darurat menye-
rahkan surat permohonan untuk meng-
hadap Yang di-Pertuan Agong, Al-Sul-
tan Abdullah Ri’ayatuddin Al-Mustafa
Billah Shah di pintu tiga Istana Negara
pada Selasa bagi merayu untuk mena-
matkan darurat.

Hadir sama pada penyerahan surat
itu ialah bekas Perdana Menteri, Tun
Dr Mahathir Mohamad, Presiden Par-
ti Amanah Negara (Amanah), Moha-
mad Sabu dan Pengarah Komunikasi
Parti Keadilan Rakyat (PKR), Fahmi
Fadzil.
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Kesal surau tidak dibenar laung
azan guna pembesar suara

PUNCAK ALAM - Ahli Dewan Undangan Nege-
ri (ADUN) Jeram, Mohd Shaid Rosli memandang
serius isu tidak dibenarkan azan menggunakan
pembesar suara di sebuah taman perumahan di
Puncak Alam.

Mohd Shaid berkata, beliau telah menerima satu
aduan daripada penduduk taman perumahan terba-
bit yang menyatakan pihak surau tidak boleh me-
laungkan azan menggunakan pembesar suara.

“Saya dimaklumkan sekiranya pihak surau mahu
menggunakan pembesar suara, mereka perlu me-
nunggu Mesyuarat Agung Tahunan (AGM) bagi
membincangkan kebenaran azan menggunakan
pembesar suara.

“Bagaimanapun, buat masa ini pembesar suara
portable digunakan di dalam surau,” katanya dalam
satu kenyataan pada Rabu.

Beliau menggesa Exco Hal Ehwal Agama Islam,
Hal Ehwal Pengguna dan Industri Halal Selangor,
Mohd Zawawi Ahmad Mughni dan Exco Peruma-
han, Kesejahteraan Bandar serta Pemibangunan
Usahawan negeri, Rodziah Ismail menyelesaikan
perkara itu dengan segera.

“Saya memberi tempoh seminggu untuk perka-
ra ini diselesaikan sebelum ia merebak ke kawasan
lain di negeri Selangor.

“Isu-isu sensitif seperti ini sepatutnya tidak tim-
bul. Penduduk yang duduk dalam masyarakat maj-
muk, perlu hormat menghormati antara satu sama
lain,” katanya.
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Bazar Ramadan Greenwood diarah tutup empat hari

GOMBAK - Bazar Ramadan
Greenwood diarah tutup selama
empat hari bermula Khamis
sehingga Ahad ini selepas dida-
pati gagal mematuhi prosedur
operasi standard (SOP) ditetap-
kan.

Pengarah Jabatan Korporat
Majlis Perbandaran Selayang
(MPS), Mohamad Zin Masoad
berkata, penyerahan notis penu-

tupan bazar itu diberikan kepa-
da wakil pengelola Jawatan-
kuasa Penduduk (JKP) Zon 3
pada Rabu.

Beliau berkata, antara kesa-
lahan yang dikenal pasti adalah
melibatkan kegagalan mematu-
hi jarak antara khemah peniaga
(1 meter) serta tiada kawalan
keluar dan masuk di kawasan
terlibat.

“MPS turut menerangkan
SOP dan tindakan pematuhan
yang perlu dipatuhi bagi tujuan
pembukaan semula bazar kepa-
da wakil pengelola.

“Penutupan ini dibuat sete-
lah mengambil kira kebajikan
peniaga yang membuat perse-
diaan bagi memulakan jualan
pada hari ini,” katanya dalam
satu kenyataan pada Rabu.
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COUNCIL MATTERS

> Selayang Municipal Council is
implementing a campaign to recy-
cle electrical and electronic goods
as well as cooking oil until October.
Items are to be sent to the area
councillor's office to be weighed.
Payment will be done according to
the current market price rate and
receipts will be issued by the coun-
cil. The resident committee zone
that collects the most e-waste and
cooking oil will receive cash prizes
up to RM500. For details, call
03-6126 6024 or 03-6126 6081
(Solid Waste Management and
Health Department) or visit www.
mps.gov.my

> Shah Alam City Council wel-
comes residents to drop off their
electrical and electronic waste at
the MBSA Recycling Centre at
Section U2 in Shah Alam from
8.30am to 11.30am on April 24 in
exchange for cash. For details and
payment rates, visit MBSA's social
media pages.

> Ampang Jaya Municipal Council
Zone 3 is organising a reduce food
waste campaign. In addition to
planning the preparation and pur-
chase of food, residents are to col-
lect and send a minimum of 20
plastic containers to the council’s
Zone 3 residents’ committee office
in AUSD. To register, visit https://
bit.ly/less-waste
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NIA an answer to our foreign investment outflow

PETALING JAYA: Amid mounting criticism
on the exit of foreign investments out of
Malaysia, the government has approved the
National Investment Aspirations (NIA) frame-
work to attract high-quality investments into
the country and create high-income jobs.

The framework, which has five core param-
eters, will also serve as a guide in introducing
more targeted and effective investment pro-
motion and facilitation strategies to attract
quality investments.

The NIA mandates the establishment of a
National Investment Council to be chaired by
the Prime Minister.

The council, which will formulate overar-
ching investment policies and provide resolu-
tions for key implementation issues, will
include relevant ministries and agencies, as
well as government-linked companies (GLCs)
and government-linked investment compa-
nies (GLICs), led by Khazanah Nasional Bhd.

Membership may also be extended to other
relevant stakeholders.

The International Trade and Industry
Ministry (Miti) said that investment policy
reforms will be rooted in the NIA, which in

turn will be guided by the “essence of the
Shared Prosperity Vision 2030”.

“The NIA is a product of comprehensive
stakeholder consultations and has taken into
account views and feedback from ministries
and agencies, GLCs and GLICs, the private
sector, as well as research organisations and
think tanks,” the ministry said in a statement
yesterday.

Meanwhile, Senior Minister and Minister
of International Trade and Industry Datuk
Seri Mohamed Azmin Ali pointed out that the
NIA will be central in the efforts to revitalise
Malaysia’s investment climate.

Going forward, Azmin said Malaysia must
adopt a comprehensive approach to reinvig-
orate the investment ecosystem and respond
adequately to emerging megatrends as well
as the evolving needs of investors.

The country needs to continuously enhance
its unique value propositions, which span
across a wide array of elements such as incen-
tives, facilitation, talent, infrastructure, as
well as legal, regulatory, procedural and insti-
tutional mechanisms.

“In order to enable further diversification

and ventures into more complex industries,
emphasis should also be accorded towards
fostering a robust and dynamic tax and incen-
tives regime, building our talent pool in close
collaboration with the relevant industries,
improving our licensing and regulatory
frameworks and augmenting the facilitation
elements such as customs procedures”,
according to Azmin.

The NIA would focus on inclusivity and
sustainability that is compatible with the
environmental, social and governance (ESG)
goals, as new investments that are anchored
upon these elements will propel growth in the
technologically-sophisticated sectors, as well
as strengthen forward and backward linkag-
es.
“This will also provide a pathway for inves-
tors to access new market opportunities, par-
ticularly in developed countries that have
mainstream sustainability throughout their
value chain.

“In this context, the NIA takes into account
the global interest surrounding carbon-neu-
trality, including the use of technology to help
reduce carbon foot-print,” stated Miti.
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States can procure jabs

Khairy: Condition is that vaccines must be NPRA-approved
By CLARISSA CHUNG (National Pharmaceutical Regulatory Agency).  cure the approved vaccines, and also called for Date of Number of %md:;
clarissachung@thestar.com.my “This is hecause the type of vaccine that the  an independent investigation under the aus- arrival doses doses
Sarawak government wishes to procure is still  pices of Parliament into the causes of procure-
PETALING JAYA: State governments can pro-  being evaluated by NPRA,” he said. ment bottlenecks. Feb, 21 312.390 312.390
cure their own Covid-19 vaccines as long as He was responding to Opposition Leader Vaccine supplies have been steadily arriving March, 1 208,260 520,650
they are approved for use in Malaysia, says  Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim’s criticism that both  in Malaysia since February, especially as Phase March, 8 147.420 668.070
Khairy Jamaluddin. state governments faced delays in obtaining Two of the national inoculation programme M h' 15 83.070 751,140
The National Covid-19 Immunisation approvals for procuring their own supply of intensifies. S, . 4
Programme coordinating minister clarified vaccines. In May, Malaysia is scheduled to receive March, 22 124,020 875.160
that he had given “positive responses” to the Khairy also responded to Anwar’s another 1,038,960 doses of the Pfizer-BioNTech March, 29 125190  1,000.350
Selangor and Sarawak governments which that to date, fewer than 3% of Malaysians have  vaccine and another 500,000 doses of the April, 5 177.840 1,178.190
had expressed an intention to procure their been vaccinated against Covid-19. Sinovac finished product. I' 12 177.840 1'3 6. 3
own supply of vaccines. “The immunisation programme is being By October, Malaysia is expected to have Apr?. . 356,030
“In my discussion with the Selangor Mentri  carried out according to the schedule of vac-  enough vaccine doses to cover 80% of the pop- April, 19 177,840 1533870
Besar; he mentioned Selangor’s plans to pro- cine delivery that is given by the manufactur- ulation, or 27 million people. April, 26 179010 1.712,880
cure vaccines. ers. This schedule has been announced before- So far, the Malaysian government has sealed May 1038960 2751840
“I responded positively but until now I have  hand. a deal with Pfizer-BioNTech for a total of 32 o =
not received any official request from the state “I have also explained that according to the  million doses of their vaccines to be delivered
government,” Khairy said in a press statement  government’s projections, our vaccine supplies  this year.

yesterday.

He added that he had also arranged for sev-
eral engagement sessions with Sarawak
Deputy Chief Minister Datuk Amar Douglas
Uggah Embas on the matter.

“He, too, requested for his state government  the vaccination rates in Malaysia. million doses of Sputnik V and a total of 12.8 Number of

to procure vaccines and I had given a positive The PKR president has demanded that the million doses of AstraZeneca vaccine, though Date of doses / bulk  Number of

response with the condition that the vaccine to  Federal Government support the efforts of the  this is pending a decision by the authorities on arrival (litres) doses

be procured must be registered under NPRA  state governments and private sector to pro- whether to proceed with the latter. Feb, 27 200 L (bulk)  300,000"
March, 15 100,000 100,000
March, 22 100,000 100,000
March, 26 400 L (bulk)  600,000*
April, 16 1400 L (bulk) 2,000,000*
May 500,000 500,000

TOTAL 3,600,000

*The fill-and-finish process from the bulk
vaccines requires a stability test that lasts
«amonth. Its usage is subject to NPRA
approval.

will accumulate rapidly starting June,” he
added.

In his statement on Tuesday, Anwar said he
was “disturbed at the level of inefficiency on
the part of ministerial leadership” in regard to

The country is also expected to receive a
total of 14 million doses of Sinovac’s vaccine by
September, as well as a supply of 3.5 million
doses of CanSino’s vaccine in stages.

Malaysia has also signed deals to secure 6.4

Covid-19 vaccine
shipments to Malaysia
from Feb to May 2021

Source: Science, Technology, and
ovation MINSt™ e Star graphics
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App to assess eateries’ cleanliness

Shah Alam council’s initiative aimed at improving awareness and enforcement

A NEW app by Shah Alam City Council
(MBSA) will enable self-assessment of
hygiene at licensed food premises.

The i-Gred app requires restaurant owners
or operators to conduct inspections and
assess the level of cleanliness and food safety
in their respective premises.

Acting Shah Alam mayor Mohd Rashidi
Ruslan launched the app during a monthly
gathering with employees at Auditorium
MBSA in Shah Alam.

“Through this app, inspection and assess-
ment of cleanliness at food premises is done
in an integrated manner involving three par-
ties, namely the food operator, customer or
public and MBSA health inspector,” said
MBSA Corporate and Public Relations head
Shahrin Ahmad in a statement.

“Operators or owners of food premises
need to get feedback from customers through
the i-Gred app as a method of monitoring
their cleanliness.

“The minimum is 30 customers for one
premises per month.

“Food premises then need to send a month-
ly hygiene level assessment report to MBSA
using the app,” he added

Also present at the launch were MBSA
Information Technology Division head Umi
Aida Ab Malik, management and legal sector
deputy secretary Asmah Mohd Zin, council-
lor Papparaidu Veraman, operations sector
deputy secretary Yunus Suri and
Environmental Health Department director
Norhisham Mohammad.

MBSA is targeting 200 premises to use
the app consistently, with some already
registering their intention with the city coun-
cil

“The i-Gred app is an ongoing commitment
by MBSA to improve awareness and knowl-
edge of cleanliness as well as enforcement of
regulations.

“It is also an initiative to encourage these
operators to be aware of cleanliness at all

times and to make improvements when
needed quickly,” said Shahrin.

Food premises that consistently maintain
a Grade A level of cleanliness will have their
businesses promoted on MBSA's website and
social media platforms.

Later the same day, a memorandum of
understanding was signed with 99 Speedmart
for the MBSA Cares Food Basket Programme.

The programme, which started on Feb 8,
involves the purchase of packages covering
basic food items as well as infant formula
that will then be channelled to those in need,
particularly households from the B40 group.

“As of March 31, some 6,000 people have
contributed to the MBSA Cares Food Basket
Programme amounting to a total cash contri-
bution of RM90,910.

“MBSA has identified 1,884 recipients for
the programme and allocated RM50,000 to
kickstart it.

“Selangor socio-economic development,

social welfare, workers empowerment com-
mittee chairman V. Ganabatirau also contrib-
uted RM10,000.

“A portion of the RM130,000 contributed by
99 Speedmart to the state government's plas-
tic bag charge will also be used for this pur-
pose,” said Shahrin in a statement.

The public can contribute by purchasing
vouchers for the basic food items and infant
formula, with prices ranging from RM10 to
RMS50 per package.

The vouchers are available for purchase at
any 99 Speedmart outlet under MBSA's juris-
diction.

Those who contribute towards the MBSA
Cares Food Basket Programme will be pre-
sented with special vouchers and certificates
of appreciation.

The programme is in line with the United
Nations' Sustainable Development Goals to
ensure that no one is left behind. — By JADE
CHAN

(From left) Umi
Aida, Asmah,
Mohd Rashidi,
Papparaidu,
Yunus and
Norhisham at the
launch of the
i-Gred app.

An MBSA employee showing the i-Gred app
on her device
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Amirudin (sixth from left) and state finance officer Datuk Haris Kasim (right) with parents and recipients of the Selangor Bitara and Datuk

——

Menteri Besar Selangor scholarship awards during the presentation ceremony at the State Secretariat Building in Shah Alam.

State scholarships for five students

By GRACE CHEN
gracechen@thestar.com.my

PAY attention in class. Set out a timetable
for work and play. Identify your passion.
This was the just some of the advice
given by recipients and their parents on
what it took to excel as a student and sub-
sequently succeeding in being selected for
the Selangor Bitara (SBS) and Datuk
Menteri Besar Selangor (DMBS) scholar-
ships offered by the state government.
Datuk Seri Dr Zulkharnain Ismail, whose
son Emir Haady Imran, 17, received a
RM1.1mil grant to pursue medicine-at the
Royal College of Surgeons (RCSI) in Dublin,
said parents must not force their children
to pursue career paths they had no interest
in.
“Know where your child’s talents lie.
“Guide and help him or her to develop
them further,” said Dr Zulkharnain at a cer-
emony to present study grants to five stu-
dents at the State Secretariat Building in

Shah Alam.

Emir Haady is the youngest student at
RCSI. He passed his A-levels at 15 and
wants to become a heart surgeon.

Ainul Mardhiah Mohammad Room, who
received a RM450,000 grant under the
DMBS fund to pursue a degree in Arabic
language and literature at Al al-Bayt
University in Mafraq, Jordan is no book-
worm.

“I do have other interests and one of
them is watching Korean dramas,” said
Ainul.

Creating a conducive study environment
is also important, said Nor Rasidah
Shaarani, mother to DMBS recipient Nurul
Aqgilah Muhammad who is pursuing a
degree in Arabic language and literature at
Yarmouk University in Irbid, Jordan.

“If children want to study while listening
to music, allow them,” said Nor Rasidah, a
general studies teacher at Kajang High
School.

Two other grant recipients under the

DMBS fund were Mohd Shayuti Ikram
Shefidi and Muhammad Muzzammil
Ahmad Nor.

As they are currently in Jordan, their
parents accepted the scholarship awards
on their behalf from Selangor Mentri Besar
Datuk Seri Amirudin Shari.

He pointed out that the recipients went
through a rigorous selection process.

“It is hoped that with the scholarships,
these children of Selangor will continue to
succeed and return to contribute to the
state’s development,” said Amirudin.

The SBS and DMBS scholarship schemes
are open to Selangor students.

Recipients have to return to work in
Selangor either in the public service sector
or government-linked companies.

While the DMBS grant is focused on reli-
gious studies, SBS is geared towards fields
such as science, mathematics, engineering
and medicine.

For details, go to http://tkwbns.selangor.
gov.my
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SELANGOR PURCHASE

Khairy denies Anwar's
claims about vaccine

KUALA LUMPUR: Science, Tech-
nology and Innovation Minister
Khairy Jamaluddin has denied
claims that the Selangor govern-
ment waited for months to get
approvals to procure two million
vaccine doses for people in the
state.

Khairy, who is the coordinating
minister for the National Covid-
19 Immunisation Programme
(NIP), yesterday said Menteri Be-
sar Datuk Seri Amirudin Shari
did verbally mention Selangor’s
plan to buy vaccines.

“l gave a positive response.
However, until now, I have yet to
receive any official application
from the state government.”

Khairy was responding to op-
position leader Datuk Seri Anwar
Ibrahim, who claimed that the
government was too busy figur-
ing out ways to control the NIP,
resulting in delays faced by the
Selangor government.

Anwar on Tuesday claimed
that Sarawak also faced the same
problem in obtaining approval
from the federal government.

As for Sarawak, Khairy said sev-
eral sessions were held with
Deputy Chief Minister Datuk
Amar Douglas Uggah Embas.

“Itold him that the federal gov-

ernment’s supply is sufficient to
meet the needs of the NIP im-
plementation in the state.”

Khairy said Uggah also applied
for the state government to pro-
cure vaccines.

On Anwar’s demands for an in-
vestigation to be conducted un-
der Parliament into the NIP and
vaccine procurement, Khairy
said he was open to questioning,
criticism and investigation.

“Once again, I would like to re-
mind him that I have fully dis-
closed several vaccine purchase
contracts to Parliament’s Public
Accounts Committee (PAC) on
Jan 5, along with the delivery
schedule and price.

“PAC members who attended
and refined the vaccine procure-
ment contract included Per-
matang Pauh member of parlia-
ment Nurul Izzah Anwar.

“I held an engagement session
with opposition MPs on March 19,
in which I presented at length the
implementation of NIP, as well as
answering questions in detail.
The opposition leader (Anwar),
however, was not present.”

He said he hoped Anwar would
follow the implementation of
NIP, and then give thoughtful
criticism for him to answer.
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GREENWOOD BAZAAR SHUT
4 DAYS FOR FLOUTING S.0.P.

Selayang council also sets Ji&

additional rules for
market organisers to
follow upon reopening

REDZUAN MUHARAM
KUALA LUMPUR
news@nst.com.my

HE Greenwood Ramadan bazaar

in Gombak, Selangor, has been or-

dered to close for four days from

today for failing to comply with
standard operating procedures (SOP) to
curb the spread of Covid-19.

Selayang Municipal Council (MPS) cor-
porate department director Mohamad Zin
Masoad said since vendors had started
preparing their food yesterday, the council

2

o > 5 »
Shoppers at the Tok Adis bazaar in Kuala
Terengganu on Monday. PiC BY GHAZALI KORI

decided to let the closure order start to-
day.

He said the closure notice was issued in
accordance with Section 18(1)(f) of the Pre-
vention and Control of Infectious Diseases
Act 1988 (Act 342).

“The closure notice was issued by of-
ficers who were authorised under Act 342.

“At the same time, MPS will continue to
explain the rules that (bazaar) organisers
must follow before the bazaar can be re-
opened,” he said in a statement yesterday.

He said MPS had also issued additional
SOPs for bazaars to follow.

They include issuing queue numbers to
shoppers, creating a one-way route and
banning children aged below 12 and senior
citizens aged above 65.

“To ensure the SOP is adhered to, MPS
will check all Ramadan bazaars under its
purview.

“Visitors and traders are reminded not to
be complacent. Obey the SOP so the Covid-
19 chain of infection can be controlled.”

Last Friday, the bazaar in Tok Adis near
Kuala Ibai in Kuala Terengganu was ini-
tially closed for 14 days for failing to com-
ply with the SOP. However, the market was
allowed to reopen on Monday.

On Sunday, the bazaar in Balok, Kuan-
tan, was ordered shut.
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TO promote local eco-tourism
and education, Persatuan Benih Hijau
and Sky Mirror Tour & Travel Sdn Bhd
have promoted the Kuala Selangor
ecological guidebook, “A Guide to Sky
Mirror, Kuala Selangor”, this project is
sponsored and supported by Selangor
Tourism Office. The launch will be
officiated by Hee Loy Sian, Chairman
of Standing Committees of Tourism,
Environment, Green Technology and
Orang Asli Affairs of Selangor.

Hee said that Kuala Selangor
has the largest wetland on the west
coast of Peninsular Malaysia, giving
it a natural environment that breeds
wild animals, so it is also known as
an ecological treasure house. Kuala
Selangor is an important base for
ecological tourism in Selangor, and
biological conservation and research
cannot be slackened. In the book,
author Goh Yong Chuan introduces
the biodiversity in Kuala Selangor
in detail to the public, helping
tourists to understand and learn the
mysteries of nature conservation. In
the future, it will continue to support
the publication of the English version
and promote it to educational

. institutions. Hee also

Sky Mirror: Eco-Tourism And Education

encourages students walk out from
the classroom, take the initiative
to learn about marine ecology, and
experience the mystery of small
marine lives.

Oceans are an important source
of food. They host 80 per cent of
the planet’s biodiversity, and are the
largest ecosystem on Earth. In the
face of marine ecology, Hee reminds
on us to maintain a grateful and
caring mentality.

In conjunction with World
Environment Day on June 5 and
World Ocean Day on June 8, he
urges the community age, NGOs
and government agencies to work
together in holding to preserve the
unique of Kuala Selangor and Sky
Mirrors.

Kuala Selangor is a historic
coastal town in Selangor and is a very
attractive tourist resource. YB Hee Loy
Sian believes that a good eco-tourism
industry chain requires the joint
efforts of the government, tourism
industry and biologists. He looks
forward to seeing more community

partners and tourism industry’s
joint, and thinking about the balance
of the environment, economy and
society, so that sustainable tourism
thinking can take root.

"A Guide to Sky Mirror, Kuala
Selangor” booklet has substantial
content that will be a helpful
tools for you while exploring the
mysterious seabed. Knowing all
these interesting sea creatures, you
just like a little mermaid from the
ocean that is standing in the sky!

Parts of the proceeds will be
given to “Mangrove and Marine Life
Conservation” education activities
fund.

Sky Mirror is actually a seabed
that appears above water at low
tide, exposing an expansive sand
flat and producing a mirror-like
reflection of the clear blue sky.

Sky Mirror is home to a great
variety of marine life, where you'll
find plenty of hermit crabs, soldier
crabs, sand dollars, sea anemones,
snails and more. You
also can find

silvered langurs, sea otter, storks at
estuary the mouth of Kuala Selangor |
River. After sunset, winkling fireflies |
light up the berembang trees along
the Selangor River. When the sky

is completely dark, the water has

a kind of microorganism called
dinoflagellate, which will glow in
bright blue whenever it is stressed.

The amazing nature beauty of
Kuala Selangor brings unprecedented
numbers of visitors to the town, and
today it is one of the fastest-growing
tourist destinations in Malaysia in a
short time.

T
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Focus more on high-value investments

[HE announcement that

International Trade and

Industry Minister Datuk Seri

Mohamed Azmin Ali will
table a Cabinet paper on Malaysia’s
new investment policy this week is
welcome news.

Less welcome are the reports that
it focuses on innovation, technology
and digital investments, which raises
concerns that it might miss the target
in creating wider value in the
economy.

The announcement comes hard
on the heels of Microsoft’s US$1
billion (RM4.1 billion) five-year
investment in Malaysia which is
expected to generate US$4.6 billion
(RM19 billion) in revenue and create
around 19,000 jobs for Malaysians,
including 4,000 related to
information technology.

While this investment does signal
foreign investor confidence in
Malaysia, we must also clarify
whether the RM19 billion in revenue
will benefit Malaysians more widely
or whether it will just be absorbed

into Microsoft’s global revenue
stream.
When  businesses  evaluate

investments they do so in financial
terms, using risk-adjusted return on
investment for example.

Policymakers must evaluate the
wider economic impact not just the
private financial impact on Microsoft
nor the high-tech nature of the
investment. Neither of these measure
total value-added.

For example, the 4,000
technology-related jobs are welcome
butwhat about the remaining 15,0007
Are they high-tech, high value-added
jobs too or not? What will be the spill-
over to the local economy? Will
Malaysian firms benefit in the
Microsoft supply chain and if so what
will the benefit be?

We had a similar narrative
welcoming  high-tech  foreign
investors when Volkswagen

announced its new, high-tech, 50,000
sq ft supply chain and logistics hub,
otherwise called a warehouse, in
Johor.

This is certainly a high-tech
investment by a world-class
company but the technology used
automates the warehouse processes
and reduces the need for employees.

This lowers costs, improves
productivity and raises profits which
will be absorbed outside of Malaysia
into the global profit of the
Volkswagen group.

It is an example of a high-tech,
low-cost and low value-added
investment to Malaysia which boosts
the profitability of global mega-
brands but adds relatively little
locally.

Relatively few Malaysians will be
employed for example and, as in the
Microsoft case, a large number will
not be high-tech, high-paid jobs.

Take another example from home
grown tech-driven investments such
as Grab the e-hailing app that has
now expanded into a wide range of

product segments.

The e-hailing app itself is novel, if
not very high-tech and even the
business model is innovative while
drawing on similar models such as its
erstwhile competitor, Uber.

The “success” of this company is
demonstrated to many people not
just by its growth and market capture
but also by the US$39.6 billion
valuation placed on its upcoming
public listing.

What fewer people notice is that it
had cumulated losses of US$10
billion and net losses of more than
US$2 billion for at least three
consecutive years up to 2020,
according to documents released
prior to its listing announcement.

Also, while many people point to
the creation of much needed
employment, especially during the
pandemic, we are beginning to
recognise that these are very low-
paid and precarious jobs with few, if
any, social protections such as
insurance, medical or pension cover.

Indeed, just as these jobs have
boomed during the lockdown there
are signs that they will bomb after the
lockdowns when demand is expected
to plummet.

In addition, we all know that
although Grab originated in Malaysia
itis now a Singapore-based company
so most of the revenues and profits
will accrue outside of Malaysia.

The value-added here, such as it
is, will be measured in low-paid,
precarious jobs driven by high-tech,

multinational investments.

The costs of social protection will
fall either on the drivers and riders or
on the Malaysian taxpayer.

For the avoidance of doubt, none
of the companies have done anything
wrong and we hope that the
investments will be successful.

Nonetheless, they are examples of
a fundamental error in the
presentation of policy that equates
high-tech with high-value.

It does not follow that innovation
will lead to net economic value-
added if those innovations replace
people through automation.

Technology and especially the
technology of the Fourth Industrial
Revolution or Industry 4.0 can and
does have the effect of creating profits
for company owners at the expense
of their employees.

Automation, digitalisation and
robotisation at the heart of the
Industry 4.0 is specifically designed
to reduce costs by replacing people.

This does not mean that we should
resist such technology like 19th
Century Luddites, who destroyed
weaving looms to save jobs.

Rather it means that we must
anticipate the economic and social
effects of such innovations, and
provide a plan within the new
investment policy to mitigate the
worst effects.

In the language of the social
market economy we must not
privatise the profits and socialise the
costs but combine a market-friendly

investment environment with social
policies that establish both fair
competition and social equity.

The government’s new
investment policy must recognise
that left to its own devices a market-
driven approach to high-tech
investments may lead to the low-cost
development model that they are
trying to avoid.

They should adopt the idea of
ordoliberalism, or ordered liberal
markets, which emphasises the need
for the state to create policies that
ensure that the free market produces
results as close to its theoretical
potential as possible.

There must be a sense of social
justice and solidarity so that the
economic growth from high-tech
investments facilitates poverty
reduction and prevents widening
income  disparities to  the
disadvantage of certain sections of
the population.

For this reason, the new
investment policy must focus on
high-value investment, not just high-
tech investment, otherwise we will
face a post-Covid environment of
low-cost jobs, precarious
employment and displaced workers
with no real prospect of high-value,
high-salary work.

Prof Dr Geoffrey Williams is an
economist at Malaysia University of
Science and Technology both based
in Kuala Lumpur. Comments:
letters@thesundaily.com
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Khairy slams Anwar’s ‘stonewalling’

by LYDIA NATHAN
SCIENCE, Technology and Inno-
vation Minister Khairy Jamaluddin
Abu Bakar yesterday rubbished
accusations made by Opposition
Leader Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim
who said the federal government
is stopping state governments
from procuring their own vaccine
supply.

On Tuesday, Anwar said both
Selangor and Sarawak state govern-
ments are facing lengthy delays
and “stonewalling” in their attempt
to source their own vaccines.

He called for an investigation
into these procurement bottlenecks
that have been faced by the federal
and state governments and the
private sector.

Yesterday, Khairy, who is the
National Covid-19 Immunisation
Programme (NIP) Coordinating
Minister also said the Selangor gov-
ernment’s claim that it had been
waiting for months to get the
approval for the two million vac-
cines needed is not accurate.

- “When I discussed with Selan-
gor Mentri Besar Datuk Seri

| would like to remind Anwar that all the purchase contracts of the vaccines b
shown to the PAC alongside the scheduled delivery and prices paid, says Khairy

Amirudin Shari, he verbally men-
tioned the state’s plans to purchase
the vaccines.

“My reaction was a positive one,
but until today, I have not received

any official request from him,” he
said in a statement yesterday.

He said in regards to the Sarawak
government, discussions have
been entered with Deputy Chief

accusation

Minister 1 Datuk Amar Douglas
Uggah Embas with a reassurance
that the vaccine supplies are
enough.

“He requested for the state to
purchase some supplies as well and
I informed him that all vaccines
must be registered with the
National Pharmaceutical Regula-
tory Agency first.

“I am open to being questioned,
investigated or critiqued. I would
like to remind Anwar that all the
purchase contracts of the vaccines
have been shown to the Public
Accounts Committee (PAC) on Jan
5, 2021, alongside the scheduled
delivery and prices paid,” he said.

On NIP, Khairy said the pro-
gramme is moving forward accor-
ding to its phases as previously
mentioned on Feb 14, 2021.

He said the programme’s plan-
ning took into consideration the
delivery of the vaccines with its
suppliers.

“I have explained the projection
and timeline of NIP, we have
enough vaccines to last until June
2021, which is when the third phase
is also expected to begin,” he said.
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Tajuk Berita Selangor tightens Ramadan market SOP and prohibits those under 12
years old from visiting
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Guang Ming Daily

Tajuk Berita

Unlicensed hawkers set their stalls with fear, Yap Kim Huat calls on the
authority to approve the license quickly
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Akhbar Kwong Wah Yit Poh

Tajuk Berita Anwair criticized the progress of vaccination, Khairy fought back: He
was absent from the briefing
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Akhbar RTM2

Tajuk Berita

200 Anggota Penguat Kuasa Akan Ditempatkan Di 51Bazar Ramadan
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